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·  Big Boat Challenge – Dec 11 

This event will take place on the Eastern part of the 
Harbour and will feature up to 30 maxi yachts preparing 
for the Sydney-Hobart Race a fortnight later. 
 
Yachts will start off Steele Point at 1230 and finish off 
Farm Cove at approximately 1600. 

·  Sydney International Regatta – Dec 15-

18 

This international regatta is for Olympic class yachts and 
will be regarded by several participating nations as their 
final selection trial for the Beijing Olympics next year. 
 
There will be four courses; one in the Sound, one off 
Watsons Bay, one North of Garden Island and one in Rose 
Bay. There will be 400 yachts taking part with about 
1,000 competitors. Yachts will be on the water from 1100 
until about 1700. 

·  Rolex Sydney-Hobart Start – Dec 26 

The Race will start at 1300 from two lines to accommo-
date the nearly 100 competitors. The first line will be off 
Steele Point with the second 500 m behind it to the South-
West. The Exclusion Zone will extend from South-West 
of Shark Island up the Harbour to the Heads. It will be in 
affect from 1200  to 1400. Boats wanting to follow the 
fleet up the Harbour must do so on the Eastern side of the 
course and return on the Western side. 
 

·  New Year’s Eve – Dec 31 

The arrangements for this year are the same as in recent 
years, with a few exceptions.  
 
0800 Special Event Area active; this extends from 

Cockatoo Island to Steele Point; 6 knots and 
minimum wash applies 

 
2000 Exclusion Zone acitivated; this will be bounded 

by yellow buoys and will extend from Cockatoo 
Island to South of Bradleys Head 

 
2100 Fireworks from four of eight barges for eight 

minutes 
 
0000 Fireworks from eight barges and from the Bridge 

for 12 minutes 

0030 Exclusion Zone ends 

0200 Special Event Area ends 

·  Australia Day – Jan 26 

Ferrython  1100-1145 

For over 30 years, this race on Sydney Harbour sees four 
specially decorated First Fleet catamarans battle it out for 
line honours and to be the first under the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge. Starts from Fort Denison, Around Shark Island.  
Finishes at Harbour Bridge. 

172nd A Day Regatta 1100-1600 

Australia Day Parade  1200-1230 

A spectacular array of tall ships, and a colourful display or 
decorated craft including barges, cranes, ferries, tugs, yachts, 
tour boats and more. 

This unique waterborne parade will sail the length of the 
Harbour starting under the Harbour Bridge, around Clarke 
Island and back. If you own a yacht, boat or ship (or know 
someone that does), join in the Parade and compete in the Best 
Dressed Vessels Competition. The Parade speed is 4 to 5 knots 
and is not to exceed 6 knots. 

21 Gun Salute  1200 

This will be from Mrs Macquarie’s Point. 

RAAF Fly-over  1300 

RAAF Roulettes  1400 

Red Berets into CQ 1500 

Tall Ships race  1500-1530 

The Tall Ships are back and they’re more glorious than ever. 
Starting at Bradley’s Head, these majestic Tall Ships will gather 
to race back up the Harbour finishing at the Harbour Bridge. 
 
Jazz on the Water  1700-2100 

5.00 - 5.45pm     Australian Army Band featuring   
 Catherine Hunter 
6.00 - 7.00pm     James Morrison Band featuring Vince  
 Jones 
7.00 - 7.15pm     Best Dressed Vessel Competition   
 winners  announced 
7.15 - 8.00pm     James Morrison Band featuring Evelyn  
 Duprai  
8.15 - 9.15pm     Psycho Zydeco 
 
A 60 m passage will be marked in front of the Stage area for the 
Parade of Best Dressed Boats at 1900, travelling NE. 
 
Fireworks will be visible at 2100 from two barges in Darling 
Harbour. 
 
Best Dressed Vessel Competition 

Finalists are selected throughout the day, with judging taking 
place in Farm Cove at 2.30pm. Winners will be announced at 
Sydney Ports Jazz on the Water concert in the evening. Finalists 
will be selected in the following categories:  

Best Dressed Overall   
Most Original Theme   
Best Dressed Charter Vessel   
Best Flag Display  
Best Dressed Small Boat 
Best Dressed Working Boat   
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 Cockatoo Ferry's a Woy Woy wonder��

 The Sunday Telegraph, 18-11-2007, Ed: t - Escape, Pg: 004, 781 words , FEATURES 
Stephen Lacey takes a trip on a floating national treasure. IT'S a perfect Sunday morning and we head 
on up the Woy Woy channel, past a wall of glossy mangroves, their tangle of roots wading in the 
sticky grey mud. The old diesel engine thumps beneath...  
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