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Please note that there is to be two events to be 
held at the Woy Woy Ferry Wharf Sunday 30th 
September  
  
1) The Bike Week Bash Bicycle Carnival  
9am-1pm to be held at Andersen Park Woy Woy 
  
2) The Community Chest Community Pedal 
A bike ride for the public beginning at Gosford 
and continuing to Woy Woy 
 
For info contact: 
  
Allan Brown 
Cycleways, Pedestrian Safety & Disability Access 
Officer 
allan.brown@gosford.nsw.gov.au  
Gosford City Council  
49 Mann St Gosford.  
500m south of Gosford Railway Station 
http://www.gosford.nsw.gov.au/community/faciliti
es/cycleways.html 
www.gosford.nsw.gov.au/cyclingguide/  
T: 4325 8929 
M: 0432 257 752  
 
Visitor bike parking located directly outside 
Gosford, Woy Woy and Kincumber Customer 
Service Centres.  
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Not tied up to the jetty but on it, Dora Creek.| Photographer: Hans 
Holterhoff 
 
#��� �������� 
�
� �� �	��� 	�� �	
� 	�� ����� ������3� ����
���
� 
�
� ���� 	� ��
���!� #��� ��&��:� --� )	��

	�	��
�	�
������������3�����+,",#�1,����
����
�
��3����
���������;�
	
�
�������������)�	����!��	���
������������(�������)���(�����������������������3�� ��
��	�� ���������� ����
� ���� ����!� $���� &���� #��3�
1������ �� %	�(� ���� �0�������� �	���	����� ��� ���
�
��
���������!�

������������	���������������	���������������	���������������	���� ���
�
,�� ����� ; �� � ,������ 2<<=3� ���� ���(	���� ����
� )���� ���
�������� >� &,�+� 	� )��(?� +'8&,��� $9&89+&,�� ����!�
	�
���������=�
	
�����+����@���@-&,�+!��
�
8����,819+��������$�
�$�
���9�������	
��������!�
�����������

����
�������
�������
�������
���	��� 	���	���	��� ����
�
�)���)�+�*,-	$*�.'� �

���������/�������%�0�����������1
��������������1�� �

��0���0����*�"
���.�0 �

·  ,
���?�AB�����$	
�C�A;2�"�������
·  ����
3�+��
���3�����������3��������������

+������?�AD�����$	
�C�AB�"�������

*�"
���.�0����&�2
���1
 �

·  ,
���?�AD!�����$	
�C�AB�"�������
·  ����
3�+��
���3�����������3��������������

+������?�A2�����$	
�C�A>�"������

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ���
�



�
�
�
�
�

�
�

���������	
�	�
�
I get on the ferry whenever I can. The Cockatoo ferry, named 

the Codock II, is my favourite. She’s a lovely old thing. She 

was built at Cockatoo Island in Sydney at the end of World 

War Two, her old-fashioned wheelhouse sticks up at the front, 

and she has a jaunty awning over the seats at the back. She 

makes a trip around Brisbane Water even better. I like her 

sister ship, the Saratoga, but the Codock II is the ferry-

fanciers’ favourite. 

 

The days I like best on the ferry are sunny and warm. I sit up 

the back on the deck and watch the birds wading amongst the 

mangroves and the sun sparkling silver on the water. I listen 

to the old-fashioned throb of the Codock II’s engine or the 

steady purr of the Saratoga’s and the slap of waves against the 

piers when they tie up at a wharf. 

 

 

 

I like the trip around the islands and bays of Brisbane Water, 

particularly when there’s elderly people talking about what it 

was like before the war. There weren’t many houses around 

the Veteran Hall ferry stop back then, an old resident told me, 

and no bus. He had to catch the ferry to school, the old 

Grower ferry, and get off at Woy Woy Wharf. I often have a 

natter with new residents ferrying from Wagstaffe to Woy 

Woy for fish and chips just for the hell of it, tourists wanting 

to know which island is which and busloads of chattering 

seniors asking where to get off for the Davo. 

 

Even kids, so easily bored, enjoy a nice ferry ride. The 

teenagers slouch moodily in the corner as teenagers do but by 

the end of the trip they’ve forgotten not to enjoy themselves. 

The little kids love it out loud, pointing out ducks and waving 

at passing boats. 

 

The Codock II and the Saratoga both leave from Woy Woy 

Wharf and putt along between Pelican Island and the parks on 

the Woy Woy shore. Then it’s across to Veteran Hall at 

Saratoga. 

 

 

 

It can get a bit windy in the stretch between Pelican Island 

and the lee of Saratoga. The Codock II heads across there 

gamely, aiming for Veteran Hall Wharf, buffeted by the 

wind coming in through the Heads and over Killcare. Her 

engine throbs like mad and she slows down a bit but she’s 

the little engine that could and it‘s not long before she pulls 

up at Veteran Hall. 

 

The ferry stops around Brisbane Water look like bus-shelters 

and only the sign tells you you can’t get a bus there. On a 

windy day an arm will be thrust out from the shelter to wave 

at the pilot and the arm’s owner will wait until the ferry is 

tied up before they scamper out and hop on board. 

 

 From Veteran Hall the Codock II heads for The Rip Bridge. 

She skirts round Riley’s Island and past St Hubert’s and 

Daley’s Point. Then it’s under the bridge and across past 

Booker Bay and Fisherman’s Bay and into Hardys Bay.  

From Hardys it’s two more hops until she heads back. 

Wagstaffe and then across to Ettalong to meet the Palm 

Beach ferry. To get from Wagstaffe to Ettalong she has to 

head off as though she’s going over to Palm Beach herself. 

When she’s far enough out she can turn and come back on 

the other side of the sandbar and sidle up to Ettalong Wharf. 

I sometimes go for lunch up at Empire Bay. The Saratoga 

takes me there. I get fish and chips where the Post Office 

used to be and walk around looking at nice old houses and 

sit on the waterfront watching the ducks until the Saratoga 

takes me back to Woy Woy.  

If I could go on the ferry every day I would. 

 

Spike Anderson © 

                 thisisntsydney.blogspot.com 
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www.davistownrsl.com.au 
 

KEVIN BLOODY WILSON  
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